FIRST COVENANT

November 21, 2025

What is Advent? Advent is a four-week season of preparation
for Christmas. The word “Advent,” from the Latin for “coming,”

reminds us that this is a time to ready our hearts both to remember Christ’s first
coming and to anticipate his return. It is a season marked by candle lighting,
prayer, Scripture reading and watchfulness.

More than simply counting down to Christmas, Advent practices deepen our
longing for God’s presence. This season invites us to embody the way of Jesus—
embracing hopeful waiting, steadfast joy, peacemaking and generous love in a
world that continues to seek restoration.

Below are several ways you can join us in observing the Advent season. We hope
these opportunities will help you prepare your heart for the blessing of Christmas.
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November 23 Deck the Halls! Enjoy a time of fellowship,
connection and fun as we prepare our church for the holiday
season. Join us on Sunday, November 23rd after worship, to
help decorate the sanctuary and common spaces for Advent
and Christmas. All ages are welcome—come share in the joy of
community as we ready our church home to celebrate the
coming of Christ.
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Share the Gift of Lo

November 30 Come Share the Gift of Love. Join us on Sunday,
November 30th following worship, as we come together to
create thoughtful gifts for our friends at home. This is a
wonderful opportunity to share your time and heart, bringing joy
and encouragement to those who cannot be with us in person.
Through this simple act of care, we remind our friends that they
are a cherished part of our church family.

Julbord & Heritage Feast

December 6 OWLS (Older, Wiser, Loving Seniors), let's
celebrate Christmas with a meal featuring our favorite holiday
dishes from all traditions! Join us in the Fellowship Hall on
Saturday, December 6th at 4:00 PM to enjoy the wonderful
tastes of the season. If you have any questions, please reach
out to Pam Norlen.

%%N p December 7 Join us on Sunday, December 7th following
7;i§ worship, as we bring the joy of Christmas to our friends at home
n through caroling. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the
hope and light of Christ, remind them they are not forgotten, and
spread holiday cheer together as a church family. Come lift your
voice and your heart in song—you’ll be a blessing and be
blessed in return!
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’ CHEQ\STMAS WITH ABIDE December 13 Make a difference this Christmas. Second

A A Saturday Serve this December brings us back to the Abide
?A *ﬁ(@% ?ﬁ *ﬁ‘@% campus for their annual Christmas Store. Come serve with us
December 13th from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM. We will help Abide
distribute 3000 toys to 1000 children this year. Thank you for
helping bring Christmas cheer to local children and families!

December 14 You're invited on Sunday, December 14th to a
special service of Christmas music, highlighting the beauty and
' joy of the season. After the service, enjoy fellowship and
refreshments, and stay for a fun gingerbread house contest!
Experience the music, the community, and a little holiday
creativity with your church family.

December 21 On Sunday, December 21st following worship,
come for a time of fun and fellowship! Discover more about our
ministry partners while enjoying a few holes of golf. This is a
wonderful opportunity to connect with fellow church members,
have some fun, and see the impact of the work we support
together. Don’t miss the excitement and friendly competition!

GOLF & GROW.

December 24 Celebrate the joy and wonder of Christmas with
us Wednesday, December 24th at 5:00 PM. Our Christmas Eve
service will feature scripture, carols and a special time to reflect
on the gift of Christ’s birth. Bring your family and friends to
share in this meaningful evening of worship, music and
candlelight as we welcome the Christ Child together.

from the pastor’s desk Looking for a fresh way to enter into the Advent season? Pastor
= Greg has two book recommendations to help deepen your
reflection this year.

His first suggestion is the scholarly work The Real Mary by Scot McKnight. In it,
McKnight explores the true Mary behind the Christmas story, tracing her life from
the Annunciation to the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Through this study, he
highlights how Mary’s faith and character continually point us to her son, Jesus.
Pastor Greg’s second recommendation, Tracks in the Straw by Ted Loder, is a
very different kind of Christmas book—one filled with wonder and delight. In it,
Loder tells a series of nativity stories featuring surprising characters, expressive
animals, and unexpected visitors who witness the life-changing mystery of Christ’s
birth. Two very different books, each offering a unique and meaningful way to
journey through Advent.

I Am Silent...and Expectant
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the wondrous gift is given.
| would be silent now,
Lord,
and expectant...

that | may receive RS2 %

the gift | need,
so | may become
the gifts others need. 2
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Timothy 4:1-22

Ted Loder




First Covenant Church | 201 N 90th St | Omaha, NE 68114 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

@ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!



https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

