
 

January 13, 2023January 13, 2023

Love FCC - Connect TeamLove FCC - Connect Team

We are looking for a few people who are interested in
helping our church connect together and have
fun! We are starting a Love FCC: Connect Team that
will be tasked with creating a few events each year
that draw our congregation together for times of
connection, fellowship and fun. If you are interested in
learning more about or helping with this team, please
contact Pastor Greg.

 

Men's GroupMen's Group
All men are invited to a book discussion on Friday
mornings at Vidlak's Cafe (15668 W Center Rd) at
6:00 AM. The group will meet every other Friday

starting January 20th. We will be reading
Dangerous Wonder by Michael Yaconelli . 

Contact Scott Lickteig if you have questions, or
Click here to register



 

Community ConversationsCommunity Conversations

We are having 5 conversations around the topic
"Transgender Identity and the Church".

We are meeting every other Friday night from
6:30-8:00 p.m., January 6th - March 3rd

Our next meeting is Friday, January 20th.

For more information about these conversations,
please read the attached document.

If you are planning to be a part of these
conversations and haven't signed up yet,

please click here to sign up.
If you would like to join the conversation via Zoom,
please contact the church office so we can send

you the link.

 

 
Winter FormationWinter Formation

Begins!Begins!

Children's, Youth & Adult Formation
classes begin

This Sunday, January 15th
at 9:30 a.m.

Formation class offerings
are shown below.

Children's FormationChildren's Formation
Grades K-5thGrades K-5th

This winter, our children’s formation group will be
focusing on The Beatitudes for 12 weeks. We will explore
the teachings of Jesus through movement and
imaginative play. We will learn how Jesus turned
traditional beliefs and expectations upside down to help
us imagine living in the Kingdom of God. You can read
the Beatitudes in Matthew 4:23-5:12. Each week, families
will receive a take home paper for you to talk about the
lesson with your kids and pray together. 

 



 

Student MinistriesStudent Ministries
Grades 6th-12thGrades 6th-12th

Students will engage the book “You Need a Better
Gospel” by Klyne Snodgrass, as they explore their

current understanding of the hope of the Christian life,
and uncover greater invitations in their walk with Jesus.

Ecclesiastes:Ecclesiastes:
Searching for MeaningSearching for Meaning

AdultsAdults

A traditional Bible study, we will read and discuss this
challenging "Wisdom Book" that explores what truly
matters in our lives "under the sun."

Led by Jens Gregory

Click here to register

  Rembrandt is in the WindRembrandt is in the Wind
AdultsAdults

"Rembrandt Is in the Wind by Russ Ramsey is an invitation
to discover some of the world’s most celebrated artists and
works, while presenting the gospel of Christ in a way that
speaks to the struggles and longings common to the human
experience. The book is part art history, part biblical study,
part philosophy, and part analysis of the human experience;
but it’s all story." --From publisher

Led by Betsy Froderman & Julie Bonin

Click here to register

 



Sharing Faith StoriesSharing Faith Stories
AdultsAdults 

Sharing faith stories within a small group setting is
one of the most meaningful ways people can get to
know one another and grow together spiritually.
Each week a person or two will be scheduled to
share their faith story; and, we will have time for
questions. We will start and conclude with prayers
and thanksgiving for the person who shares. This is
a great way to develop your faith story, or enhance
one that has already been created.

Led by Eric Sonsthagen
Click here to register

 

Together 2023Together 2023
Covenant Cedars is offering a marriage
retreat February 10 - February 12. Brochures
are available in the church office. Registration
is due by February 1st. For more information
or to register go to www.cedars.org.

Lead Team Update MeetingLead Team Update Meeting
The FCC Lead Team will be having a

congregational update meeting following
the worship service this week:

Sunday, January 15th
in the church library.

CovenantersCovenanters
Working to CombatWorking to Combat
HungerHunger

Click Here to read this article
from the Covenant Companion.

 



ScripturesScriptures
This Week:This Week:

Sunday Worship Scriptures:

Matthew 5:13-30 


Click here to read
the scripture

 

Thank You - Love FCC Team!Thank You - Love FCC Team!

A special note of thanks for the gift bags we
received. Thanks also to Patti Boyer who spent
time visiting with us.
John & LaDonna Hogberg

Dear Care Team,
Thank you for all the thoughtful & wonderful gifts
you gave us for Christmas. It was so very kind of
you to remember us & a nice surprise to receive
these lovely Christmas bags filled with gifts. We
will be using the afghans and the other gifts a lot
this winter, to keep us warm, organized, sweet,
etc. May the Lord bless each of you as you
serve him on the "Care Team" this year.
Don & Elaine Becker



 

 
WORSHIP SERVICEWORSHIP SERVICE

LIVE STREAMLIVE STREAM
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

Join our Live Stream,
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

 



 Covenanters Working 
 to Combat Hunger 
 Jelani Greenidge 
 December 27, 2022 

 For most people living a 
 middle-class existence, 
 hunger is a temporary 
 condition—easily 
 dispatched by a quick trip 
 to the fridge, or if 
 necessary, the grocery 
 store. But for people in 
 under-resourced 
 communities, hunger is a 
 burden that overshadows 
 their everyday existence. 
 That is the plight of 828 million people across the globe, according to  latest 
 reports  from the World Health Organization. Since  recent estimates  of the global 
 population exceed 8 billion, that means nearly one in eight people worldwide 
 suffer from hunger. 

 Across the world, people are trying to solve this problem, many of them 
 connected to the Evangelical Covenant Church. 

 Covenant ministers Adam Edgerly and Eugene Cho are both working to try to end 
 hunger. Edgerly serves as director of  Covenant World  Relief & Development  , 
 which works to connect local churches with international relief organizations and 
 initiatives. Cho is president of  Bread for the World  ,  an advocacy group that 
 focuses on policies that can help end hunger in the United States and around the 
 world. 

https://covchurch.org/author/jelanigreenidge/
https://covchurch.org/2022/12/27/
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-07-2022-un-report--global-hunger-numbers-rose-to-as-many-as-828-million-in-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-07-2022-un-report--global-hunger-numbers-rose-to-as-many-as-828-million-in-2021
https://www.cnn.com/2022/11/15/world/global-population-8-billion-un-intl-hnk/index.html
https://covchurch.org/serve-globally/covenant-world-relief/
https://www.bread.org/


 Individual Versus Collective 

 Edgerly says his work through CWRD flows out of his experiences as a pastor, 
 navigating different understandings of what God requires of Christians around 
 issues of justice, equity, and resource, such as hunger or disaster relief. Some 
 commands in Scripture apply to individuals, others to families, still others to 
 groups like churches, and finally some commands are for nations. The challenge 
 is in navigating that tension, especially when it comes to following God’s leading. 

 “When Jesus says, ‘Love your neighbor as 
 yourself,’” says Edgerly, “he made really clear that 
 the neighbor is often someone who’s not like you, 
 someone you would be reluctant to help. But that 
 individual emphasis contrasts with the story of 
 the widow in 2 Kings 4, who was instructed by the 
 prophet Elijah to go to her neighbors and gather 
 jars into which she was to pour oil. In her case, 
 the supernatural deliverance came through the 
 collective actions of people around her. The 
 miracle wasn’t simply individual, but also 
 communal.” 

 Adam Edgerly 

 This emphasis on communal action is consistent throughout Scripture, Edgerly 
 continues. It can be seen in Acts 2, where the believers in the early church  pooled 
 their resources  in order to help those who were in  need. It can be seen in 
 Leviticus 19:9, where the people of Israel were instructed not to reap from the 
 edges of their fields, or to go through their vineyards twice to pick up fallen 
 grapes in order to set aside that harvest for the poor. 

 These big-picture commands and policies do not negate our individual 
 responsibility to act justly and live prudently, but they do provide context and 
 three-dimensionality. They prevent injustice from taking root through collective 
 indifference or inaction. Most important, they help us generate compassion for 
 one another. 

 In his role, Edgerly has been involved in partnerships with organizations 
 responding to the needs of people  suffering because  of Russia’s ongoing war on 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A42-47&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A42-47&version=NIV
https://covchurch.org/2022/10/16/ministering-to-families-seeking-refuge/


 Ukraine.  He says he is deeply grateful for the outpouring of public support to help 
 feed refugees. He is also motivated to help remind people that hunger and 
 disaster relief from war is a need around the world—ongoing global conflicts 
 affect issues of hunger and food insecurity. 

 Advocating for Action 

 As much as Eugene Cho acknowledges personal 
 responsibility as a necessary element of Christian 
 discipleship, he understands that when policies are 
 signed into law, greater magnitudes of people can be 
 helped. It’s his job, therefore, to be a good neighbor to 
 anyone in need by representing their interests to 
 legislators. When it comes to advocating for policies 
 that help bring aid to the hungry, he’ll work with 
 whoever will listen and regularly draws support from 
 both Republicans and Democrats. 

 Eugene Cho 

 “At Bread for the World, we like to say that we’re a nonpartisan organization 
 working in bipartisan ways,” says Cho. “We have that focus for two main 
 reasons—first, because with a partisan lens, there’s an assumption that in a 
 broken system, one party has all the answers. But more important, we know that 
 if our legislation doesn’t have bipartisan support, then when there’s a change in 
 administration, it ends.” 

 Cho says with advocacy work, it’s a challenge to keep one’s eye on the big picture 
 because progress can take a long time. 

 “Right now there’s a bill that we’re expecting the president to sign in the next 
 month, called the Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act.* We’ve been 
 working on this bill for three years. Three years. I thought that was a long time 
 until I was talking to a veteran of advocacy work in D.C., and she was shocked—at 
 how fast we were able to do it.” 

 Perhaps the most important lesson, though, is that it doesn’t take a Washington 
 insider to make a difference in the fight against hunger. For anyone who wants to 
 get involved, Cho recommends a fourfold approach: 

https://covchurch.org/2022/10/16/ministering-to-families-seeking-refuge/


 1.  First, PRAY. Prayer equips us with the spiritual big picture, helping us see 
 the problem from God’s perspective and increasing our empathy and 
 compassion for people who need it most. 

 2.  Then LEARN, so we can be thoughtful about how we engage, and avoid the 
 pitfall of doing justice work in an unjust manner. Learn about the theology 
 of advocacy, how bills pass through the legislature, and how to pray for and 
 work with people with whom we might disagree. 

 3.  If you feel moved, GIVE, so the work can continue over the long haul. 

 4.  And finally, ADVOCATE. Make phone calls, write letters, send emails, sign 
 online petitions. Remember that politicians in Congress are accountable to 
 the people in their district. If fifteen or twenty people from their district 
 make their voices heard on a particular subject, Congressional staffers pay 
 attention to that. 

 Donate to Covenant World Relief & Development >> 

 Donate to Bread for the World >> 

 * On Wednesday, October 19, 2022, the President signed into law H.R. 4693, the 
 “Global Malnutrition Prevention and Treatment Act of 2021,” which authorizes the 
 United States Agency for International Development to undertake efforts to prevent 
 and treat malnutrition globally. 

 About the Author 

 Jelani Greenidge 
 Jelani Greenidge is the missional storyteller for the Evangelical 
 Covenant Church and ministers in and around Portland, Oregon, as 
 a worship musician, cultural consultant, and stand-up comic. 

https://giving.covchurch.org/cwrd
https://give.bread.org/page/42088/donate/1

