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NOVEMBER 4-5 (& 6)
D/C RETREAT

SERVICE OF HOPE AND REMEMBRANCE
INQUIRER’S CLASS

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
COMMUNION VISITATION

NOVEMBER 23

This ? Tuesday nights, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
MHearﬂand Hope esus

November 23 - 5:30-8:30 pm
Meet at church to volunteer. You will be

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
NOVEMBER 24 - 25
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
H T !
UNIVERSITY OF TN, KNOXVILLE

JULY 14-21, 2012

Wednesday nights, 6:20 - 7:30 pm

NOVEMBER 6 u rn @ LY
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS Heartland Hope .
an experiential weeken
COMMUNION SUNDAY November 19 - 12:30 to 1:30 pm d

D/C Retreat
November 4-5

NOVEMBER 13 packaging food for those in need and if L

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS there are enough people, sorting The Jesus Jo.urney is an experiential
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES DUE! clothes for the thrift store too. Its a 'etreatthat will allow students to feel
NOVEMBER 20 great chance to serve the community in \_Nht%t Itt was I(;keftt(_) be J_Ie_;s]us atnd tto_ I'Vet

South Omaha. Parents may attend too! !N that period ot ime. -The retréat 1s a

Covenant Cedars and joins with many

other churches from around Nebraska

and Kansas. Pray for the students that
will be attending this special event.
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Wes Gibson, Lead Pastor
Will Howell, Youth Pastor

Amy Van Putten, Christian Education Coordinator
Karen Kraaz, Coordinator of Congregational Care

News from the Library

Fiction is one of our most popular gen-
res, but there are shelves full of nonfic-
tion that would hold your interest - like
Same Kind of Different as Me by Ron
Hall and Denver Moore. Could any two
men be more different? Ron Hall is an
“upscale art dealer accustomed to the
world of Armani and Chanel.” Denver
Moore is “a dangerous, homeless, drift-
er who grew up picking cotton in virtual
slavery.” What could possibly draw
these two men together and form a
bond of friendship that would last?
Would you believe that the providence
of God could do that? Of course!
There is no other believable explana-
tion. Read the book and discover the
unlikely story of these two men and the
woman who was the link between them.

Inquirer’s Class

Inquirer's Class is a class for you to
explore our church’s mission, denomi-
nation, spiritual heritage, and how you
can connect. Our next class will be
Sunday, November 6 from 4-7 p.m.
and will include a dinner. If you are
interested in attending, please contact
the church office at (402) 391-2747.

Early Childhood Center

Contact information for the Early Child-
hood Center is (402) 391-2748 or
www.earlychildhoodcenter.org

Financial Update

Offering Budgeted: $476,100
Offering Received: $465,255
Shortfall: $10,848

Thank you for your continuing and
generous support of
First Covenant Church.

Stewardship Sunday

Stewardship Sunday will be Sunday,
November 20. There will be two ser-
vices with treats during the Sunday
School hour.

Upcoming Events

December will be here before we know
it. Here are some upcoming dates to
add to your calendar:

Last NOW for 2011
Angel Breakfast
Choir Concert & Tea
Dinner and Caroling
Children’s Christmas
Program

Office closes at noon
Church Office Closed

December 7

December 10
December 11
December 14
December 18

December 23
December 26

Oakkin News

Deadline for information for the
December issue is November 20.

Decorators Needed!

Would you like to put your talents to
use in making our church a beautiful
and welcoming place for the holi-
days? The Fellowship & Hospitality
Team is seeking volunteers to help
decorate the church for the Christmas
season. Guidance will be provid-
ed! Please contact Sarah Duncan if
you are interested.

News of the Church Family

Deaths
Lucille Anderson passed away on Sun-
day, October 16.

Births
Bill and Dorothy Freeman are first time
great-grandparents.  Aurora  Grace
Lessman was born September 30 in St.
Louis, MO. Parents are Dr. Katie and
Matt Lessman. Grandparents are Dr.
Steve and Rev. Martha Freeman.

Weddings
Sarah Self and Joshua Barker were
married on October 22, 2011.

Church Office Closed

The church office will be closed on
Thursday, November 24
and Friday, November 25.



Covenant Christian Fellowship

As we write this article, the holidays are approaching and CCF is looking forward to
Friday, December 2™ when we will joyfully celebrate Christmas with a catered Herb
Roasted Chicken Dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, followed at 7:00 p.m.
by a Christmas Concert with vocal music students from Benson High School.

Be sure this special CCF Christmas Celebration is on your busy calendar...and
please make reservations ($8.00) at the Welcome Center on November 13, 20 or
27. Guests are always welcome!

Threatened with extinction and challenged by the faithful efforts of previous offic-
ers, we thank the current Team members for their enthusiastic commitment to plan-
ning and executing this year’s five gatherings. Thank you to those who supported
the Team efforts by volunteering to serve on committees for each CCF event.
Thank you to many who “passed by the hat” leaving a contribution. Thanks to
those who invited friends to share a time of fellowship. Thanks to folks who provid-
ed a ride to someone who otherwise would not or could not have joined us. Thank
you to each one who has attended and supported CCF in it's mission to provide a
welcoming and caring fellowship, a good meal and enjoyable programs as well. If
this year achieved that goal, to God be the glory!

Annually, at this time of year, CCF makes plans for the changes in CCF leadership.
This year’s Team is looking for replacements and asks that “CCFers” give prayerful
thought to assuming a Team position for the coming year. Your outgoing Team
members promise to assist and support those who would step forward to assume
Team leadership positions. Catering options and minimized responsibilities have
been implemented, along with program suggestions for future Team consideration.
If you are led to assure and share in CCF'’s future, please visit with Dale and Linda
Shallberg (402-397-4440) or any of this year's Team members.

Thanksgiving Blessings! See you December 2"

Thanksgiving Eve Service Pie!

Thanksgiving is quickly approaching,

Thazhkls ﬁzr SEve which means the Thanksgiving Eve ser-
Segrviceg vice and fellowship are just around the

corner as well! If you would be willing
to provide a pie (or two), and/or if you
would like to help serve pies during the

will be held on:

l\\:\(l) 32?5532’1’3 reception following the Thanksgiving

7:00 p.m Eve service, please contact Sarah Van-

Thanksgiving ' o Putten or sign up at the Welcome Cen-
Eve Service ter. Thank you in advance for making
Thanksgiving Eve a wonderful kickoff to

Memorials have been received in lov-
ing memory of Lucille Anderson.

Organ Advent/
Christmas Program

The Omaha Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists will present their
annual Advent/Christmas program on
Sunday, November 27th at 3:00
p.m. The program will take place at
Maplewood United Methodist Church,
3535 Maplewood Blvd. The presenta-
tion will include organ music by Chap-
ter members and organ students.

The featured organ this year is a 2-
manual electronic organ by the Rodg-
ers Organ Company. This year, do-
nations will be received for the local
AGO Organ Scholarship Fund. In the
past moneys from the Scholarship
Fund have gone to support and en-
courage local organ students. There
is a handicapped accessible entrance
on the east side of the church.

Operation Christmas Child

Change a life this Christmas!

Operation Christmas Child brings joy
and hope to children in desperate situ-
ations worldwide through simple, gift-
filled shoe boxes and the Good News
of Jesus Christ. You can make a dif-
ference by praying for the children,
packing a shoe box and dropping it off
at First Covenant by Wednesday,
November 16 . Instructions and shoe
boxes are available in the Welcome
Center. Your simple gift can make an
eternal difference.

Angel Breakfast

December 10

9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Dee Pearson, Memorial Team Leader
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Come celebrate the joyful season of Christmas with the pre-
school / Kindergarten child in your life. Bring a child to hear
the wonder of the story of Jesus' birth, see Mary and Joseph,
hear a live angel choir, eat a yummy breakfast, make a sweet
craft, get a special memory photo and more. Tickets are $3 a
person and can be reserved by calling (402) 391-2747.
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DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS

—————e

Fellowship Hall

Don't forget!
Daylight Savings Time ends
November 6.

This event is designed especially for children Kindergarten and younger and their
adult guests. Do you have a friend with a Preschool child? Invite them to attend this
event designed especially for their young child.



Swallowing Coin Lithium Batteries

A Serious Threat to Small Children

Today, cars start with the push of a button, greeting cards light up and sing, books
record our voices and thousands of electronics operate by remote control. To keep
our gadgets small, slim and sleek, many are powered by coin lithium batteries. But
because many of these devices are not designed for use by children, the battery
compartments can be very easy to open. As use of coin-sized button batteries has
become more widespread, so has the risk that a small child will swallow one. Trag-
ically, this can cause life-changing disabilities or even death. And it is preventable.

Who Is At Risk

In 2010 alone, there were more than 3,400 reported swallowing cases in the U.S.
involving all sizes of button batteries. This resulted in 19 serious injuries, and some
children died.* The threat is growing — fast. Swallowing cases resulting in serious
injury or death to children has more than quadrupled in the past five years (2006-
2010) compared to the five years prior (2001-2005). The most serious cases are
associated with 20mm diameter batteries, about the size of a nickel, because they
can easily lodge in a small child’s throat. All fatalities and 85 percent of major inju-
ries were among children 4-years-old and younger.

The Danger

Basically, when a battery gets stuck in a child’s throat, the saliva triggers an electri-
cal current. This triggers a chemical reaction that can severely burn the esophagus
in as little as two hours. Once the burning reaction begins, it can continue even
after the battery is removed. Sadly, repairing the damage is painful and can re-
quire feeding tubes, breathing tubes and multiple surgeries. In some cases, chil-
dren who have swallowed button batteries have died. Batteries placed in the nose,
ear and other areas can also cause severe tissue damage.

Treatment + Prevention

To keep children safe, parents should keep battery-controlled devices out of sight
and out of reach and lock away loose batteries. They should also tell friends, fami-
ly members, sitters and caregivers about this important issue. If a coin-sized but-
ton battery is swallowed, we urge parents to follow these steps:

» Go to the emergency room immediately, and tell doctors and nurses that it might
be a battery.

« If possible, provide the medical team with the identification number found on the
battery’s package.

*» Do not let the child eat or drink until a chest x-ray can determine if a battery is pre-
sent.

* Do not induce vomiting.

Additional Information

To learn more about how to protect your family, visit TheBatteryControlled.com,
Facebook.com/TheBatteryControlled or contact the National Battery Ingestion Hot-
line at 202-625-3333.

* Dr. Toby Litovitz, key advisor to this effort and MD executive and medical director,
National Capital Poison Center

Karen Kraaz, RN
Coordinator of Congregational Care

Service of Hope and Remembrance

Again this year the Congregational Care team will sponsor the service of Hope and
Remembrance. This service will honor the memory of loved ones of members of
our congregation who have gone to live with Jesus since Nov 1, 2010. This service
will be held on November 6, All Saints Sunday, at 2PM in the chapel. All those who
grieve the loss of family members are welcome to attend to remember their loved
ones on this special occasion.

Thank You

Dear Friends-

Paul and | would like to thank you so
much for the wonderful time we had
at Family Camp at Covenant Cedars
over Labor Day.

What a joy it was to see our grand-
daughter, Noel Newberg, be baptized
on Sunday evening. You knew God
was there.

Thanks for all the church has done for
Kirk, Debbie, Noel and Nels. May
God Bless you all.
Love in Christ,
Paul & Eddie Leu Newberg

Dear First Covenant Family,

We would like to thank you for all of
the love that you have given us. Not
just recently, but throughout the
years. This church has been the big-
gest blessing in our lives since we
have moved to Omaha. We have ben-
efited from countless acts of love from
our church family.

We especially thank you for the out-
pouring of love since the passing of
our husband and father John Philip
Pidak. We are forever grateful for our
trip to Sudan to attend our father's
burial and reunite with our family.
That would not have been possible
without all of your generous love and
faithful contributions to the church.

More than any tangible or financial
gift, we thank you for your hugs, lis-
tening ears, cards, phone calls, and
prayers. We are very happy and
thankful to belong to such an amazing
and loving community. We are sure
that John Philip Pidak would be over-
joyed to see the care you have given
us.

God gives, and he takes away, but
that is beyond our understanding.
However, "We know that all things
work together for the good of those
who love God-those whom he has
called according to his plan." Ro-
mans 8:28. And in John's words "We
will see what God, He will do." In ad-
dition, we would also like to thank you
for your overall acceptance and sup-
port of the Sudanese community here
in Omaha, NE. God bless all of you,
your families, and this church!

Love and blessings,

Rebecca Alake, Deborah, Nema, Ra-
ja, Samuel, Aleena, and John’s imme-
diate family in Sudan



November 2011

October 2011

December 2011

1 2

Sunday School
4.10:00AM - 11:00AM
HL SS

#11:00AM - 12:00PM
Worship (Sanctuary)

#1:00PM - 3:30PM
Baby Shower Chris
Baughman (Lounge)

#7:00PM - 8:00PM AA
(100)

©9:30AM - 11:00AM
Beth Moore - The
Patriarchs (205)

©10:00AM - 11:30AM
Ministry Staff Mtg.

¢ 11:30AM - 12:30PM
Staff Mtg.

4.6:30PM - 8:30PM Hi
League

#8:00PM - 9:30PM AA
(100)

©1:00PM - 3:00PM
Women's Bible Study
(Lounge)

#4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (205)

#5:45PM - 6:30PM
NOW

¥6:20PM - 7:20PM X-
Roads

#6:30PM - 7:30PM
Adult Classes

#6:30PM - 7:45PM
Choir Practice
(Chanel)

(Lounge)
#6:30PM - 8:00PM

Beth Moore - The

Patriarchs (201)

2 3 4 5 6 7 8){4 56 7 8 9 10
9 10 11 12 13 14 15|11 12 13 14 15 16 17
16 17 18 19 20 21 22|18 19 20 21 22 23 24
23 24 25 26 27 28 29|25 26 27 28 29 30 31
30 31
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
'#8 3OAM 9:30AM #4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai #8:30AM - 12:00PM #12:00PM - 1:00PM %8 30AM - 9:30AM Tai DC Retreat
Worship Chi (FH) Retired Men AlAnon (205) Chi (FH)
Yo 45AM 10:45AM DC | #6:30PM - 9:30PM BSF | 48:30AM - 9:30AM Tai #12:30PM - 1:30PM $9:30AM - 12:00PM %6:15{’-\M - 7:15AM #6:30AM - 9:00AM BSF
$9:45AM - 10:45AM Meeting (All Areas) Chi (FH) Women's AA (201) Missionary Knitters Men's Muster Leaders Meeting

(Range)

(L__DC Retreat

[+ 00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (FH

(

Daylight Savings T)

#6:30PM - 9:30PM BSF

(

Communion Sund:

Meeting (All Areas)
#6:30PM - 8:00PM

e

4 8:30AM Worship

V9:45AM DC

$9: 45AM Sunday
School

4.10:00AM HL SS

#11:00AM Worship
(Sanctuary)

#2:00PM Service of
Hope and Remembr...

Mission Team Meeting

(AO)

#8:30AM - 12:00PM
Retired Men

©8:30AM - 9:30AM Tai
Chi (FH)

#9:30AM - 11:00AM
Beth Moore - The
Patriarchs (205)

4 10:00AM - 11:30AM
Ministry Staff Mtg.
©11:30AM - 12:30PM

Staff Mtg.

1:30PM - 2:30PM
Christian Literature
Team Meeting

12:00PM - 1:00PM
AlAnon (205)

#12:30PM - 1:30PM
Women's AA (201)

#1:00PM - 3:00PM
Women's Bible Study
(Lounge)

#4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (205)

#5:45PM - 6:30PM

ow

N

¥6:20PM - 7:20PM X-
Roads

#6:30PM - 7:30PM

(Library) Adult Classes
©4:00PM Inquirer's Cl.. /| #6:30PM - 8:00PM #6:30PM - 7:45PM
#7:00PM AA (100) Adult Christian Choir Practice

Farmation (Amv's (Chanel)

#8:30AM - 9:30AM Tai
Chi (FH)

#9:30AM - 12:00PM
Missionary Knitters
(Lounge)

#6:30PM - 8:00PM
Beth Moore - The
Patriarchs (201)

#6:30PM - 8:30PM BSF
Seminar (Lounge)

#6:15AM - 7:15AM
Men's Muster

#6:30AM - 9:00AM BSF
Leaders Meeting
(Range)

©9:00AM - 10:30AM
Praise Band
Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

© 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Sudanese Mtg.
(Chapel)

©8:30AM - 9:30AM
Worship

#9:30AM - 10:30AM
Blood Pressure
Checks (Front Entry)

¥9:45AM - 10:45AM DC

©9:45AM - 10:45AM
Sunday School

A.10:00AM - 11:00AM
HL SS

©11:00AM - 12:00PM
Worship (Sanctuary)

#11:00AM - 12:00PM
YMT (Will's Office)

& 7:00PM - 8:00PM AA
(100) P

©4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (FH)

©6:00PM - 7:00PM
Financial Stewardship
Mtg. (Church Office)

#6:30PM - 9:30PM BSF
Meeting (All Areas)

@7:00PM - 9:00PM
Leac)j Team Meeting

#8:30AM - 12:00PM
Retired Men

©8:30AM - 9:30AM Tai
Chi (FH

#9:30AM - 11:00AM
Beth Moore - The
Patriarchs (205)

#10:00AM - 11:30AM
Ministry Staff Mtg.

©11:30AM - 12:00PM
Staff Mtg.

¢ 6:30PM - 8:00PM
Congregatlonal Care
Team

A6: 30PM 8 30PM Hl

League
8 OOPM 9:30PM AA

(l_occ brop Off )

#12:00PM - 1:00PM
AlAnon (205)

#12:30PM - 1:30PM
Women's AA (201)

©1:00PM - 3:00PM
Women's Bible Study
(Lounge)

#4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (205)

#5:45PM - 6:30PM
NOwW

VS:ZOPM - 7:20PM X-

$6:30PM - 7:30PM _»

Adult Classes Lo
& R:30PM - 7-45PM

4 8:30AM - 9:30AM Tai
Chi (FH

©9:30AM - 12:00PM
Missionary Knitters
(Lounge)

#6:30PM - 8:00PM
Beth Moore - The
Patriarchs (201)

©7:00PM - 8:30PM
Worship and Music
Team (201

#6:15AM - 7:15AM
Men's Muster

#6:30AM - 9:00AM BSF
Leaders Meeting
(Range)

4.12:30PM - 1:30PM
MFAN

#6:00PM - 8:00PM
Celebration
Fellowship Group

Oakkin Deadline

(

)

©4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (FH)

(

Stewardship Sund;

#6:30PM - 9:30PM BSF

#8:30AM - 9:30AM
Worship

V¥9:45AM - 10:45AM DC

©9:45AM - 10:45AM
Sunday School

4.10:00AM - 11:00AM
HL SS

©11:00AM - 12:00PM
Children's Christian
Formation Team (AO)

#11:00AM - 12:00PM
Worship (Sanctuary)

1:30PM - 3:30PM

Communion V|$|taﬁ“oh 4

Meeting (All Areas)
#6:30PM - 7:30PM
Fellowship and
Hospitality Team
Meeting (Amy's office)

@8.30AM - 12:00PM
Retired Men

©8:30AM - 9:30AM Tai
Chi (FH)

#10:00AM - 11:30AM
Ministry Staff Mtg.
#11:30AM - 12:30PM

Staff Mtg.
A.5:30PM - 8:30PM
MFAN

A.6:30PM - 8:30PM Hi
League

8:00PM - 9:30PM AA
(100)

#12:00PM - 1:00PM
AlAnon (205)

#12:30PM - 1:30PM
Women's AA (201)

@ 1:00PM - 3:00PM
Women's Bible Study
(Lounge)

©6:30PM - 7:45PM
Choir Practice
(Chapel)

©6:30PM - 7:30PM
Prayer Team (202)

#7:00PM - 8:00PM
Thanksgiving Eve
Service (Sanctuary)

(|Church Office Clos)

(|Church Office Clos)

#6:15AM - 7:15AM
Men's Muster

#6:30AM - 9:00AM BSF
Leaders Meeting
(Range)

# 8:00AM - 10:00AM
Lead Team Meeting
(201)

L &

#8:30AM - 9:30AM
Worship

¥9:45AM - 10:45AM DC

©9:45AM - 10:45AM
Sunday School

£.10:00AM - 11:00AM
HL SS

4 11:00AM - 12:00PM
Worship (Sanctuary)

©7:00PM - 8:00PM AA
(100)

#4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (FH)

©6:30PM - 9:30PM BSF
Meeting (All Areas)

#8:30AM - 12:00PM
Retired Men

4 8:30AM - 9:30AM Tai
Chi (FH)
#10:00AM - 11:30AM
Ministry Staff Mtg.
©11:30AM - 12:30PM
Staff Mtg.

A.6:30PM - 8:30PM Hi
League

#8:00PM - 9:30PM AA
(100)

#12:00PM - 1:00PM
AlAnon (205)

#12:30PM - 1:30PM
Women's AA (201)

©1:00PM - 3:00PM
Women's Bible Study
(Lounge

#4:00PM - 5:00PM Tai
Chi (205)

©5:45PM - 6:30PM
NOW

W¥6:20PM - 7:20PM X-
Roads

#6:30PM - 7:30PM
Adult Classes

#6:30PM - 7:45PM «,

Choir Practice

(Chanal)

#8:30AM - 9:30AM Tai
Chi (FH)

©9:30AM - 12:00PM
Missionary Knitters
(Lounge)

#5:30PM - 7:00PM
ECC Board Meeting
(201)

©6:15AM - 7:15AM
Men's Muster

#5:30PM - 6:30PM
CCF Event (FH/
Sanctuary)

#6:30AM - 9:00AM BSF
Leaders Meeting
(Range)

¥12:00PM - 1:00PM
Table Grace

10/28/2011 9:04 AM
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Michelle Baker



