
Tuesday nights, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
No Sunday School Jan. 1 

 
Mahoney Fun Day 

January 21, 11:00 a.m.  - 5:00 p.m. 
Meet at church to ride out to Mahoney 
State Park.  They have a great tobog-
gan run and other stuff too.  Bring mon-
ey for lunch (fast food) and $3 if you 
also want to rent skates.  Admission to 
the indoor activity facility is covered. 

 

.Powderburn 2012 
February 23-26 

Powderburn is a jam packed weekend 
of skiing and snowboarding, incredible 
worship, inspiring speakers, hundreds 
of high schoolers, all at a beautiful camp 
in Winter Park.   Vans will leave from 
First Covenant at 6pm on Thursday, 
Feb. 23 and return 12am on Sunday 
night.  The cost will be $195 including 
lodging, food, transportation.  Lift tickets 
for Winter Park are $36 and rentals are 
$19.  Registration deadline is January 9.  
Check out the Hi League website for 
more information:  http://hileague.com/
powderburn2012/ 

Wednesday nights, 6:20 - 7:30 pm 
No D/C on Sunday, Jan. 1 

 
Nursing Home Outreach 

January 14 
Details are coming, but this will be an 
outreach to an elderly institution, so be 
ready to hear some great stories and 
play some games with some from the 
older generation. 

 
Mahoney Fun Day 

January 28, 11:00 a.m.  - 5:00 p.m. 
Meet at church to ride out to Mahoney 
State Park.  They have a great tobog-
gan run and other stuff too.  Bring mon-
ey for lunch (fast food) and $3 if you 
also want to rent skates.  Admission to 
the indoor activity facility is covered. 

 
DC Summer Mission to DC 

June 9-16 
Please go to  

http://xroadsfcc.com/mission2012  
and fill out the form online… 

we need your information now please! 

Hi League X-Roads 
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JANUARY  2 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

JANUARY  8 
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 

ANNUAL  REPORTS DUE TO THE OFFICE 
 

JANUARY  11 
NOW RESUMES 

 
JANUARY  15 

OAKKIN  DEADLINE  FOR FEBRUARY  
 

JANUARY  19 
QUARTERLY  COORDINATION MEETING FOR 

TEAM LEADERS 
 

JANUARY  21 
HI LEAGUE FUN DAY AT MAHONEY 

 
JANUARY  28 

X-ROADS FUN DAY AT MAHONEY 
 

JANUARY  29 
ANNUAL  MEETING 
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Oakkin News 

Christmas Mailboxes 

Contact information for the Early  
Childhood Center is (402) 391-2748 or 

www.earlychildhoodcenter.org   

Early Childhood Center 

Dear friends, 
 

Thank you so much for your support.  
Together we are making a difference.  
Blessings! 
 The Paul Carlson Partnership 
 
Thank you so much for your recent 
donation of hand knitted scarves to 
Open Door Mission.  Your efforts will 
make a difference and help change 
lives.    Blessings, Maggie 
 
I would like to thank you for your pray-
ers for my daughter, Carol Medick, as 
she continues to deal with a chronic 
illness.  Thank you also for your pray-
ers, notes and phone calls while I am 
at home.  These mean so much and 
are greatly appreciated.  The prayer 
shawl is both lovely and warm.  God’s 
blessings to each of you. 
   Jean Norlen 
 
How very thoughtful and kind of the 
lovely group of singers who came to 
my apartment bringing the poinsettia 
and singing Christmas carols.  I thank 
you so very much.  God’s blessings on 
all of you.  I love you all.  Thank you. 
   Orrian Franz 

Make sure to stop by the Christmas 
Mailboxes outside the Youth Office and 
pick up your cards soon!  It’s not too 
late to make a donation to support the 
youth group’s fundraising efforts for 
CHIC 2012.   

News of the Church Family 

Aliana Sophia Feuquay was baptized 
on Sunday, December 11.  Her parents 
are Chad and Debbie Feuquay and her 
sponsors were Carolyn Aliano and Kev-
in Feuquay. 
 
 
  

Isaiah William Rauert was born on 
November 30, 2011 to Mark and Eliza-
beth Rauert, grandparents are Jim and 
Helen Petto, great uncle is Dirk Lindner. 
  
Raleigh Edward, son of Tim and Eliza-
beth Bivens was born on October 14, 
2011.  Grandparents are Pat and Kris 
Bivens. 
 
Easton Charles Kalasek  was born to 
Brian and Samantha Kalasek on Sep-
tember 23, 2011.  Grandparents are 
Dennis and Julie Kalasek. 

Korv Sales 

Thank you to all who helped make and 
purchased the Korv this year.  A total 
of 266 lbs. were made and sold.  The 
profit of $1003.50 was split between 
Covenant Cedars and the Camp 
Scholarship Fund. 

Financial Update 

Offering Budgeted: $634,800 
Offering Received: $635,956 

Surplus: $1,165 
 

As of December 25, 2011 
Thank you for your continuing and  

generous support of  
First Covenant Church. 

Thank You 



Women’s Bible Study 

The church office is closed on Jan. 2.  

Annual Meeting 

The first 12-week session of Tai Chi for Better Balance has ended.  For those of 
you who have taken the class, I look forward to seeing you back.  You have im-
proved in your balance and as you continue in your exercise, I know that you will 
continue to improve.  For those who want to join this program, this is your chance 
to register and start to improve your balance.  Registration materials will be availa-
ble after the first of the year at the Welcome Center.  The next session will 
begin January 30.  Class times will be Monday and Wednesday from 4:00-5:00 
p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30-9:30 a.m.  Tuesday morning will be des-
ignated for beginners.  Talk to Karen Kraaz if you have questions or concerns.  

Tai Chi for Better Balance 

Mark the date on your calendars!  On Sunday, January 29 at 5:00 p.m. we will be 
having the first of a two-part annual meeting.  This first meeting on January 29 will 
include a review of highlights and stories from the past ministry year, goals for the 
coming year, presentation of the 2012 church budget and review of 2011 financials, 
and an opportunity for questions.  Dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m. with the meet-
ing to follow.   
 

We will hold the second part of the annual meeting on Sunday, March 25.  That 
meeting will focus primarily on elections for offices and leadership positions.  Why 
the change this year to a two-part annual meeting?  Due to the fact that our new 
Ministry Team system wasn't put into place until May 2011, this change will allow 
the team leaders to serve a full year and should make for a smoother transi-
tion.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

Thank you to the following donors to the Tree of Books campaign! 

Did you know…that the Outreach 
Team is looking for somebody to be in 
charge of the greeters schedule?  
Please let Michelle Royal know if you 
are interested. 

Church Office Closed 

Annual report time is right around the 
corner.  Each team's ministry report 
should include highlights and success-
es from the year as well as their 
team’s big ministry goals and objec-
tives for the upcoming year that they 
have, including any new ideas or 
events that they would like to com-
municate.  Annual reports should be 
submitted electronically to Michelle by 
January 8, 2012 at: 

michelle@firstcovenantomaha.org 

The Archives Team reminds you we 
would appreciate your either donating 
or loaning for copying purposes, any-
thing you might have pertaining to 
First Covenant which could be used in 
bringing together records/pictures, etc. 
pertaining to the many years of our 
Church’s history. 
 

Bob Ecklund, Bill Freeman,  
Dee Pearson – Team Members 

The 2012 Birthday & Anniversary 
Flowers Calendar is posted on the 
bulletin board behind the Welcome 
Center. Please sign up to donate flow-
ers on a Sunday that will celebrate a 
special event or flowers may be given 
in memory of a loved one.  

Flowers Calendar for 2012 

The Wednesday afternoon Women’s 
Bible study will begin a new study on 
January 4, 2012.  The book, Escape 
The Coming Night by Dr. David Jere-
miah, will be the basis of the Bible 
study.  If you have any questions re-
garding this study, please contact  
Lorraine Anderson at (402)359-5174. 

Missing Pronouns 

You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer and even once say I.  
You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer and even once say My.  

 

Nor can you pray the Lord's Prayer and not pray for one another,  
To ask God for “our” daily bread, you must include your brother.  

 

For others are included ... in each and every plea,  
From the beginning to the end of it, it does not once say Me.  

Tree of Books 

Lois Landis 
Jim & Helen Petto 

Steve & Karen Kraaz 
Dean & Betty Bragg 

Dale & Linda Shallberg 
Pat Martinson 

Rudy & Jeannette Horwath 
Jim & Kay Horwath and Family 

Marge Seastedt 
Craig & Chris Johnson 
Trudy & Pat Buckley 

Naida Aschenbrenner 
Charles & Martha Harmon 

Duane & Loranna Brackenbury 
Darle & Arlene Erickson 

Kris & Pat Bivens 
Bruce & Sharon Peterson 

Kyle & Susie Lennard and Family 
Ron & Sandy Champlin 
Terry & Kathy Shelsta 

Jim & Terri Small 
Kris Swanson 

Archives Team 

Annual Reports 

Tom & Judy Feuquay 
John & Dee Pearson 

Julie Boask 
Don & Sandy Haney 

Grant & Dian Magnuson 
Jan Lundgren 

Don & Bonny Swaggard 
Dale & Jean Larson 

Phil & Kathleen Hesselink 
Rick & Amy Anderson 

Pat & Dave Dunlap 
Lou Ann Landholm 
Peggy & Bob Price 
Dave & Pam Norlen 

Gordon & Bonnie Holmer 
Larry & Betty Rundlett 

Pat & Bob Ecklund 
John & LaDonna Hogberg 

Elaine Quinn 
Patricia Hall 

Bill & Dorothy Freeman 

Did You Know... 



As I write this news letter article for January, I am thinking about Christmas and all 
the plans I have to be with my family.  I am anticipating enjoying them all in my 
home to eat and laugh and tell the Christmas story and of course open a few pre-
sents and take the annual family picture. Families can bring our greatest joy but 
also our greatest difficulties.  Family life is complicated.   Because of the miracle of 
creation, we are all different, even in the same blood family. A “family” by definition 
is a group of people united by certain convictions or a common affiliation.  This 
means that any group who love and support each other through life’s complications 
is considered family.  Joseph, Mary and Jesus were a family.  Jesus was perfect 
but his parents were not perfect.  Can you imagine their family dynamics?  This is 
all we know: Luke 2:40 “The child (Jesus) grew and became strong, increased in 
wisdom; and the grace of God was upon him.  Luke 2:52 “Jesus (the 12 year old) 
kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” This was 
the family that nurtured and raised Jesus to manhood. 
 

So it is with each one of our families and also the church, the family of God.  We 
are to nurture one another in our family to become more like Christ to grow from 
babies to adults.  Your family may be traditional, blended, single parent, or a group 
that is unrelated.  Your family may be your Bible study group, support group, the 
people you work with, your neighbors or the church to which you belong.  Without 
family, people are often set adrift with no direction or support which tends to make 
them less healthy.  It is important to provide positive relationships and uncondition-
al love, to foster self-esteem and build positive attitudes within the family unit.  You 
need to communicate and share your joys and sorrows, your achievements and 
disappointments with one another.  
 

Listen to each other with positive regard for each person’s needs and desires. 
Families, no matter what they look like, are not without conflict.  Whatever the disa-
greement, listen to each other and discuss your difference of opinions and learn to 
agree to disagree.  There may not be total agreement with each other but under-
standing and hearing each other strengthens relationships.     
 

What does your family look like as you begin the New Year?  Where do you need 
to begin to strengthen your relationships with family?  How are you going to do 
that?  What better place to begin than in the Word of God.  John the Baptist had it 
right when he said, “He (Christ) must increase but I must decrease”.   It is the same 
for each one of us.  We must die to self and begin to live Christ-like lives.  Let us 
begin the New Year by daily renewing our minds and refreshing our spirits with 
words from scripture like these from Colossians 3:12-17.   
 

 “And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on 
 a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience:  
 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a com-
 plaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  
 And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  
 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
 called in one body; and be thankful.  Let the word of Christ richly dwell with-
 in you, with all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another with psalms 
 and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to 
 God.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
 Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.”   

 

I challenge each person in our family of God to daily 
read and dwell on God’s word so that through it your 
family and our church family will grow in grace and be-
come a spiritually healthy family. 
 

May God bless you in 2012.  
 
Karen Kraaz, RN 
Coordinator of Congregational Care 

Book Review We Are Family 

Most of us have heard of Stephen 
Curtis Chapman.  We have applauded 
him because of his highly successful 
singing career.  We have mourned 
with him when his family was struck 
by the tragedy of his daughter dying.  
But what else do we know about him? 
 

In the book Choosing to See, we are 
allowed a glimpse into his personal life 
by his wife, Mary Beth Chapman.  She 
starts by sharing a glimpse into her life 
as a child, how she grew up not feel-
ing good about herself.  How the 
events molded her into the person she 
came to be.  She shares about how 
she met Steven and their life as a 
newly married couple.  She recounts 
the road that led to Steven’s singing 
career, the ups and the downs in their 
lives that were eventually used as ma-
terial for the songs that Steven wrote. 
 

You will travel to China as the Chap-
man’s adopt three children in addition 
to their own three.  This decision 
births two projects by the Chapmans:  
Shaohanna’s Hope, a non-profit or-
ganization that offers financial help to 
others hoping to adopt and Maria’s 
Big House of Hope, a house for spe-
cial needs orphans in China. 
 

Oftentimes we imagine that highly 
visible Christians have it all together, 
but this myth is shattered as Mary 
Beth tells how she and Steven strug-
gled at times with their marriage, and 
how their faith in God helped her deal 
with depression and with the death of 
a child. 
 

 Review by Susie Lennard 



Thank you from the Library 

Memorials 

Distributions of memorial funds have been made as follows:   
 

Memorials have been received in loving memory of Carrie Garbers and have 
been divided between the Camp Scholarship and the Benevolence Funds.    
Duane Aschenbrenner’s were given to Covenant Christian Fellowship (CCF) and 
to the School of Churchmanship Fund; John Philip Pidak’s to the Benevolence 
Fund; and the remainder of Helena Stroh’s funds to the Church Lounge Redeco-
rating Fund. 

    Dee Pearson, Memorial Team Leader 

Fellowship and Hospitality Team 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and talents in making the 
Thanksgiving Eve reception, Christmas Tea, and church decorating enjoyable and 
successful events!  Although the holidays are often very busy, many of you (too 
many to list individually!) were still happily willing to dedicate your time and to and 
serve the church and it's members.  We appreciate you! 
 

    Sarah Duncan, Fellowship & Hospitality Team 

Happy New Year!  With the dawning of another year, often people take time to evaluate their life – looking at what they like 
about their life and what they would like to change about their life.  Then they often make a New Year’s resolution to try to 
make a positive change.  Some folks decide to go on a diet or exercise.  Some people get their credit card statement with 
their Christmas expenses and decide to develop a budget that will eliminate debt.  Some decide they want a better marriage 
so they decide to work on their relationship with their spouse.  Christians often set spiritual resolutions, like having a daily de-
votion, reading through the Bible in one year, or praying 15 minutes every day.  All of these resolutions can be excellent 
goals.   
 

I read an article by Stephen Shapiro, “Resolutions that Work,” that challenged the way I think about New Year’s resolutions.   
Studies show that almost 50% of Americans set New Year’s resolutions of some type.  That is a whole bunch of people 
(about 137 million).  Do you know what percent of folks succeed with their new resolution?  Only 8%!  That’s a depressing 
statistic, one that might cause you to make a resolution to make no New Year’s resolutions.  Before you give up, recent stud-
ies have shown that the concept of setting a resolution can still be a tool for creating positive change.  The problem isn’t in 
making a resolution, it is in the type of resolution that we make.  Too often we set goals that are too specific, that lack thought 
about addressing long term motivation.  Psychologists are finding that people have more long term success with broad based 
themes than with myopic goals.  For example instead of setting a goal to lose 15 pounds or run 30 minutes a day.  They 
would recommend making a resolution for the coming year to “Be Healthy.”   
 

As I read the article, I thought about the way Christ encouraged his disciples to move forward in their faith.  I thought about 
how often his instructions were theme based, like “love the Lord, your God ,” “love others ,” “go and make disciples ,” and 
“worship the Lord your God, and serve him .”  In fact, rarely does Christ give us, his followers, specific goals that we have 
to attain in order to please and honor him.  I find this in some ways to be very freeing, but in other ways it can be very frustrat-
ing.  There are times as a Christian that I want to know the A, B and C plan to loving God with my whole heart.  I want to 
know all the specifics about how to love others as myself.  But generally life does not follow an A, B, C plan and faith even 
more rarely is a 1, 2, 3 process.  Both generally follow a very winding, up and down path.   
 

So, in regards to setting a New Year’s resolution, how would I feel if I resolved to “love God” in the coming year and I did not 
accomplish some of my more specific goals?  Would that be a successful year?  Well, if I truly loved God more at the end of 
2012 than I did at the beginning, then 2012 would be one of the best years of my life!  If my resolution was to “love others” in 
2012 and I learned to love others more through the year – all the “others” would think 2012 was a better year.  Or, if I resolved 
to “serve” in 2012 and I truly developed a more serving heart attitude, what a great year that would be!  I also wondered what 
this kind of approach might mean for our church?  What if we resolved in 2012 to “love God,” or “love others” or to “serve?”  
And if in the process of 2012 we grew in our faith in this way, would not 2012 have been a good year?  Maybe even a great 
year?   
 

So, I challenge you, my brothers and sisters, to consider what large faith resolution might you make and might our church 
make that would cause our hearts for God and His Kingdom increase in 2012?  Ask me after the first of the year what my 
broad-based themed resolution for the year is.  But if you ask me, you have to be prepared to answer the same question!   
 

May you be a blessing to God and others in 2012! 
 

Pastor Wes 

New Year, New Plans 

 

The members of the Christian Litera-
ture Committee thank you for your 
support of our library.  Your invest-
ment in Christian literature has an 
eternal impact on souls.  Who has not 
been touched by the story of a life 
changed by God?  Who has not been 
challenged to deepen our relationship 
with God through the words of a Godly 
author?  Thank you for your financial 
support. 




