
Tuesday nights, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
 

Powderburn 2012 
February 23-26 

 
If you are going on the trip, bring warm 
clothes for skiing, bathing suit and tow-
el, toiletries a must, hat and gloves and 
goggles or glasses, money for food on 
the road.  Linens are provided.  Vans 
will leave from First Covenant at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday, February 23 and re-
turn 12:00 a.m. on Sunday night. Make 
sure to get in your two release forms 
and $$ in by February 5. 

Wednesday nights, 6:20 - 7:30 pm 
 

Girls’ Night Out 
February 3, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

Details are coming soon but come join 
your X-Roads gal friends for an even-
ing of fun! 

 

Water Education Project 
February 5, 11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

How much do you know about H20?  
Let's educate ourselves....and then the 
congregation on the need for clean wa-
ter around the world and what each of 
us can do to help.  Before we start, 
we'll grab lunch at the food court.  Bring 
$ for lunch.    
 

Video Scavenger Hunt 
February 18, 1:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Come cruise the town looking for video 
footage for points.  Bring money for 

dinner after the hunt. 
 

DC Summer Mission to DC 
June 9-16 

Please go to  
http://xroadsfcc.com/mission2012  

and fill out the form online… 
we need your information now please! 

Hi League X-Roads 
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FEBRUARY  4 
30’S AND 40’S EVENT 

 
FEBRUARY  5 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

FEBRUARY  6 
FINANCIAL  PEACE @ COMMUNITY COVENANT 

 
FEBRUARY  11 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT 
X-ROADS VIDEO SCAVENGER HUNT 

 
FEBRUARY  12 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
NETWORK CLASS  STARTS 

 
FEBRUARY  16 
ALPHA BEGINS 

 
FEBRUARY  17 
CCF EVENT 

 
FEBRUARY  22 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 

FEBRUARY  23-26 
HI LEAGUE POWDERBURN TRIP 
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D.C. Trip Fundraiser 

Contact information for the Early  
Childhood Center is (402) 391-2748 or 

www.earlychildhoodcenter.org   

Early Childhood Center 

We want to thank the carolers for the 
beautiful music and the poinsettia. 
 Lud & Helen Christenson 

X-Roads will be hosting an online-
auction to raise funds for their mis-
sion trip to Washington D.C. this sum-
mer.   

Do you have a service (lawn-mowing, 
cake baking, closet organizing, music 
lesson, etc.) OR an item (designer 
bag, tickets to a show or sporting 
event, gift card, artwork, electronic 
device, etc.) that you could donate?   

Instructions for listing your item will be 
coming out soon!  Contact Rachel 
Howell or Kay Horwath with questions. 

News of the Church Family 

Magnus John Feuquay, son of Shane 
& Kortney, was born on December 29, 
2011.  Grandparents are Tom and Judy 
Feuquay.  
  
Reese Markt was born on December 
31, 2011. Parents are Jon and Lacey 
Markt. Grandparents are Kyle and Su-
san Lennard.  Great-grandparents are 
Carolyn Lennard and Milt and Lois 
Christensen.  
 
 
Betty Bye passed away on January 24. 

Ash Wednesday Service 

There will be a brief Ash Wednesday 
service at 6:30 p.m. on February 22.  
The NOW supper will be held at the 
regular time of 5:45 p.m. and all regu-
lar Wednesday-night activities will fol-
low the service. 

Photo Directory 

The church office is planning to do a 
photo directory this year.  If you are 
interested in helping out 
with either the picture 
taking or the editing pro-
cess for this directory, 
please contact Diane or 
Michelle in the church office. 

Thank You 

Consider joining the Network Course starting February 12 during the Sunday 
School hour. Network helps Christians understand who God has uniquely made 
you to be and guides you to a place of meaningful service.  
 

Alpha  begins Thursday, February 16 with an introduction dinner at 6:30 p.m.  Al-
pha is an opportunity for anyone to explore the Christian faith.  This 10-week ses-
sion begins on February 23 and will be held on Thursday nights through April 26 in 
the Church Lounge. 
 

Financial Peace University is a Biblically-based 13-week class that teaches and 
trains you to manage your resources.  The introductory class will be held on Mon-
day, February 6 at 6:30 p.m. at Community Covenant Church.  Member kits cost 
$90. 
 

Contact the church office for more information on these opportunities or to register! 

Opportunities in February 



Child Dental Health 

Covenant Christian Fellowship (CCF) 

If you are near 55 or older, enjoy good food, friends, fellowship, fun and fine forms 
of entertainment, then YOU are invited, welcome and encouraged to participate in 
CCF! 
 

CCF meets five or six times a year, usually on Friday night (but not always), most 
often at church for sharing a good meal, caring fellowship and a good pro-
gram.  Come, share, enjoy the fellowship!  Friends are always welcome! 
 

Last years’ team has agreed to share team leadership for another year!  Thank you 
to the Carlsons, Erlandsons, Harmons, Marian Peterson, Shallbergs and Mag-
nusons who are joining the Team.  As in the past, the team will appreciate your 
volunteer assistance and prayer support for the year ahead. 
 

The team planning is in process for the year ahead!  We welcome your suggestions 
or thoughts for CCF in 2012!  Watch the Oakkin, Sunday bulletins and the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall for CCF announcements and dates.  
 

Be sure to put Friday, February 17 on your calendar and make your reservations 
for a wonderful program, "From Maine To The Plains - A Photographer's Jour-
ney” with professional musician and photographer, Timothy White, who will enter-
tain us with music he has composed as we view his photographic journey of 25 
years in Maine to a return to his native Nebraska.  Lasagna dinner at 5:30 p.m.   
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Please make reservations ($6.00) 
at the Welcome Center on Sunday, January 29 or February 5 or 12. 

Healthy teeth are an important part of 
children’s overall health.  Forming 
good habits at a young age can help 
children have healthy teeth for life. 

Check your baby’s teeth.  Healthy 
teeth should be all one color.  If you 
see spots or stains, take your baby to 
the dentist.  Clean your baby’s teeth 
daily using a soft clean cloth or a ba-
by’s toothbrush. 
 

Don't put a baby to bed with a bottle.  
Milk, formula, juice, and other drinks 
have sugar in them.  Sugary liquids 
left on a baby's teeth for too long can 
lead to tooth decay. 
 

At age two, start using a small amount 
of fluoride toothpaste on your child’s 
toothbrush.  Young children cannot 
get their teeth clean by themselves.  
Children need help brushing until they 
are seven or eight years old.  Help 
them brush their teeth first and then 
let them finish. 
 

Feed your child healthy food.  Choose 
foods without a lot of sugar in them.  
Give your child fruits and vegetables 
for snacks.  Save cookies and other 
treats for special occasions. 
 

Remember…  
• Brush teeth regularly 
• Provide healthy foods and limit 

sweet snacks and drinks  
• Provide low-fat milk and dairy 

products high in calcium 
• Schedule regular dental check-

ups 
 

You don’t have to brush your teeth – 
Just the ones you want to keep. 
Author Unknown 
 
Karen Kraaz RN 
Coordinator of Congregational Care 

The 2012 Birthday & Anniversary 
Flowers Calendar is posted on the 
bulletin board behind the Welcome 
Center. Please sign up to donate flow-
ers on a Sunday that will celebrate a 
special event or flowers may be given 
in memory of a loved one.  

Flowers Calendar for 2012 

ECC Update 

The E.C.C. had a wonderful Christmas program this year with over 150 people in 
the audience.  The children put on a delightful program portraying the nativity with  
a “multitude” of toddler angels, pre-school shepherds, wise men, Mary and Joseph 
and the most adorable of all, the babies as the stable animals (you just had to be 
there to see how we did it).  Pastor Wes read the Christmas story, the children 
sang like angels and Amy Van Putten took lots a great pictures for our Facebook 
page.  For a wonderful finale our own Gene Ericson Santa showed up!  Yes, some-
one did tug his beard to see if it was real and he acquired 2 “Santa Groupies” who 
followed him around adoringly.  We had a great response to our “Giving Tree” and 
the classrooms received some wonderful gifts that they had been hoping for.  
 

The Preschool Class hosted a Rockin’ New Year’s Eve party on Friday, December 
30.  We had party crowns, 2012 party eyeglasses and a full hour of dancing.  Miss 
Leann even taught some of the children the polka.  Even the youngest babies en-
joyed the fun.  You can see some of the pictures on our Facebook Page.   
 

Our participation in Operation Christmas Child was very successful. We were excit-
ed to see how enthusiastic our children were about sharing with children who have 
less than they do. 
 

We have had a couple of our wonderful baby rockers move on to other pursuits and 
one of them is called on to substitute so often we could fill her place as well.  If you 
think you might be interested in coming in once a week to rock babies for an hour 
please contact Becky Grabner, (402) 391-2748.  The other need that we have 
about once a month is for volunteers to come in and help during naptime when we 
have teachers’ meetings.   
 

Other than that we always ask for your prayers for the health and  
safety for the children and teachers and the strength and patience  
to let Jesus “work through us” as we minister to His precious children. 



Deadline for information for the  
March issue is February 19. 

Oakkin News Women Ministries 

Update: Paul Guiliano, who was the youth intern here four years ago, graduated 
from Seminary in May and accepted a call 
from Paradise Holtzschwamm Evangelical 
Covenant Church to be their pastor.  Paul 
was installed at the church two weeks ago 
in a service led by the East Coast Confer-
ence superintendent, Howard Bergoine 
and Bill and Dorothy Freeman were there 
as well.  Pray for God's blessing on Paul's 
life and ministry in York, PA. 

X-Roads Lunch Fundraiser 

Paul Guiliano Update 

At their first meeting of the new year, the Women Ministries Leadership Team 
welcomed Katherine Miller and Dorine Nordstrom as new members.  Each of 
them shared their heart for ministry to women as we became better acquainted 
with one another in our “round table” discussion. 
 

The team also culminated several months of conversation and study of the lead-
ership resource Women Reaching Women by adopting the Women Ministries’ 
Mission Statement for 2012: 
 

Women Ministries of First Covenant Church exists to equip  
women – as they fellowship with one another – to grow, serve, 
and reach out with the good news of Jesus Christ! 

 

This guiding vision is quite similar to the most recent mission statement of Wom-
en Ministries at our church and within the Covenant denomination, which is im-
portant to note.  The Leadership Team did not start out intending to only “tweak” 
the existing statement and began with a “clean slate”, seeking God’s direction.  
They found themselves, in the course of time, back with the existing mission 
statement because its focus continues to be at the true heart of the team’s pas-
sion to encourage women in their spiritual growth, in their service in Jesus’ name, 
and to reach  out with His gospel…the good news, all the while in rich fellowship 
with one another! 
 

Identified areas of responsibility to enable this ministry are:  Team Facilitator, 
Elaine Becker; Vision and Mission Keeper, Diane Gibson; Communication and 

Finance Coordinator, Nancy Carlson; Authentic Friendships and Fellowship Coor-

dinator, Linda Stanek; Spiritual Growth and Bible Studies Coordinator, Katherine 

Miller; Service and Missions Coordinator (& Secretary), Julie Bonin; Events and 

Outreach Coordinator, Dorine Nordstrom. 
 

The Leadership Team anticipates announcing a spring event for all women of the 
church in the coming weeks.  In addition, they encourage women to consider par-
ticipating in other upcoming events that will include these opportunities:  a Beth 
Moore Conference in Kansas City on April 13 & 14, the September Fall Women 
Ministries Retreat for Nebraska at Covenant Cedars and a November 2 & 3 
Women of Faith Conference, also in Kansas City.   

Wedding Shower 

There will be a wedding shower for Lena Van Putten on Sunday, February 19 at 
1:00 p.m. in the Church Lounge.  If you would like to contribute to a group gift, 
please see Linda Stanek, Kris Swanson, Pam Williams or Janet or Kelsey Den-
man. 

Happy New Year!  Have you made any 
New Year’s resolutions?  How about 
resolving to do some reading that you 
may have put off?  During the cold win-
ter months, what better way to spend 
time indoors than reading good litera-
ture?  Remember when you take a 
book from our library, please sign the 
checkout card inside the front cover 
and place it in the plastic holder on top 
of the card catalogue.  It helps us be 
accountable for our books.  Also, we 
have a number of overdue and missing 
books.  Would you please take a mi-
nute and look on your shelves, under 
your bed, in your nightstand, in your car 
- you know, all of those places where 
things accumulate and then are forgot-
ten and see if you have any books 
stamped with “First Covenant Church 
Library”?  Thank you for looking and 
thank you for using our church library! 

From the Library 

X-Roads is serving lunch on Sunday, 
February 19 starting at 11:00 a.m. and 
ending at 1:00 p.m.  Cost for soup and 
sandwich combos will be $5 and all 
proceeds will help our Jr. High students 
raise money for their mission trip to 
Washington D.C. this summer.  Please 
stay for a yummy lunch! 



Pack Well 

“He has made everything beautiful in its time.”  (Eccl. 3:11, NIV) 
 

Consider for a moment something beautiful that you admire…a piece of artwork or architecture, a glorious sunrise or sunset, 
a newborn baby, a snow capped mountain, a trickling brook, a well articulated poem, a compassionate word or action, a gift-
ed athlete, or even a splendidly adorned table. 
 

What do they all have in common? 
 

Each has been crafted carefully, prepared and ordered lovingly. Each brush stroke fitly placed, every angle thoughtfully con-
figured, all aspects designed by their creator and intentionally focused to bring joy to their world. 
 

Those who purposely embrace their call to holiness and faithfulness are beautiful reflections of the God who created them for 
His glory, praise and joy. But, as John Stott once wrote, “Holiness is not a condition into which we drift.”  
 

Therefore a holy life is not something that comes naturally to any of us. A holy and devout life is one that we choose. As a 
result we become children of God who respond to God’s loving initiatives by our daily intentionality toward faithfulness – and 
in so doing fulfill our Creator’s design. 
 

Your holy life…becoming someone beautiful for God…is not a life we drift toward, but instead a life we choose in and by His 
mercy. Lean in to God’s loving embrace and wisely order (and then continuously re-order) your heart according to His wis-
dom, grace, forgiveness and truth. God delights to show you his pathway toward a beautiful, holy life. 
 

So, practically, how do we choose a path of holiness?  What can we intently engage that will direct us toward faithfulness?  I 
want to encourage you to explore one of the Christian formation opportunities that begin this month at First Covenant.   
 

NOW Bible study  on Romans  led by Dr. Jim Eckman on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m., starting February 1 .  
Financial Peace University  (a Biblically-based class that teaches you to manage your resources) hosted at Community 

Covenant Church on Mondays at 6:30 p.m., starting February 6 . 
“Network ” Sunday School class – helps you discover your spiritual gifts and God-given passion for service – starting on 

February 12 .  
Alpha  – a relaxed, non-threatening, and fun way to explore the Christian faith, beginning on Thursday, February 16 th at 

6:30 p.m.   
Small groups and Bible studies  that meet throughout the week – these are excellent opportunities to lean into God’s 

pathway toward a beautiful, holy life.   
 

Go online or contact the office if you would like take one of these pathways.  
 

“Now you’ve got my feet on the life path, all radiant from the shining of your face. Ever since you took my hand, I’m on the 
right way.”  (Psalm 16:11, The Message) 
 

In His Grace, 
Pastor Wes 

The Beauty of God’s Design 

30's & 40's Group:  Mark your calen-
dars!  Movie and dessert on February 
4th!  The group will be going to Ex-
tremely Loud, Incredibly Close at the 
Aksarben Movie Theater.  Time of mov-
ie will be determined that week.   
 

R.S.V.P. to Dorine Nordstrom (402-968
-6912), Kari Bulgrin (402-676-3078) or 
Michelle Royal (402-650-8419). 

30’s & 40’s Group Event 

During Lent, as we focus on Christ’s journey to the 
cross, let’s also examine the journey of our lives. The 
first task when leaving on any adventure is packing. 
What have you placed in your bag? Are you weighed 
down with temptations, self-doubt, money worries, rela-
tionship troubles? Have you overlooked any important 
items? Maybe your bag feels too empty for the chal-
lenges ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and 
forgiveness.  
 
Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when the 
road becomes difficult. So as you prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made 
possible by Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf. 
 
—Based on the “Journey to Hope” sermon series, www.rethinkchurch.org/lent  




